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and provide recovery from the disease
of addiction, seeks to build a healthier,
safer, and more prosperous country.

Since the release of my Administra-
tion’s inaugural National Drug Control
Strategy in 2010, we have seen signifi-
cant progress in addressing challenges
we face along the entire spectrum of
drug policy—including prevention,
early intervention, treatment, recov-
ery support, criminal justice reform,
law enforcement, and international co-
operation. However, we still face seri-
ous drug-related challenges. Illicit
drug use is a public health issue that
jeopardizes not only our well-being, but
also the progress we have made in
strengthening our economy—contrib-
uting to addiction, disease, lower stu-
dent academic performance, crime, un-
employment, and lost productivity.

Therefore, we continue to pursue a
drug policy that is effective, compas-
sionate, and just. We are working to
erase the stigma of addiction, ensuring
treatment and a path to recovery for
those with substance use disorders. We
continue to research the health risks of
drug use to encourage healthy behav-
iors, particularly among young people.
We are reforming our criminal justice
system, providing alternatives to in-
carceration for non-violent, substance-
involved offenders, improving re-entry
programs, and addressing unfair sen-
tencing disparities. We continue to de-
vote significant law enforcement re-
sources to reduce the supply of drugs
via sea, air, and land interdiction, and
law enforcement operations and inves-
tigations. We also continue to partner
with our international allies, helping
them address transnational organized
crime, while addressing substance use
disorders and other public health
issues.

I thank the Congress for its contin-
ued support of our efforts. I look for-
ward to joining with them and all our
local, State, tribal, national and inter-
national partners to advance this im-
portant undertaking.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, November 17, 2015.

————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 26 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia)
at 10 o’clock and 10 minutes p.m.
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APPOINTMENT OF ADDITIONAL
CONFEREES ON H.R. 22, SURFACE
TRANSPORTATION REAUTHOR-

IZATION AND REFORM ACT OF
2015

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the Chair appoints the fol-
lowing additional conferees on H.R. 22:

From the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices, for consideration of section 1111 of
the House amendment, and modifica-
tions committed to conference:

Messrs. THORNBERRY, ROGERS of Ala-
bama, and Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of
California.

From the Committee on Energy and
Commerce, for consideration of sec-
tions 1109, 1201, 1202, 3003, Division B,
sections 31101, 31201, and Division F of
the House amendment and sections
11005, 11006, 11013, 21003, 21004, subtitles
B and D of title XXXIV, sections 51101
and 51201 of the Senate amendment,
and modifications committed to con-
ference:

Messrs.
LONE.

From the Committee on Financial
Services, for consideration of section
32202 and Division G of the House
amendment and sections 52203 and 52205
of the Senate amendment, and modi-
fications committed to conference:

Messrs. HENSARLING, NEUGEBAUER,
and Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California.

From the Committee on the Judici-
ary, for consideration of sections 1313,
24406, and 43001 of the House amend-
ment and sections 32502 and 35437 of the
Senate amendment, and modifications
committed to conference:

Messrs. GOODLATTE, MARINO, and Ms.
LOFGREN.

From the Committee on Natural Re-
sources, for consideration of sections
1114-16, 1120, 1301, 1302, 1304, 1305, 1307,
1308, 1310-13, 1316, 1317, 10001, and 10002
of the House amendment and sections
11024-27, 11101-13, 11116-18, 15006, 31103-
05, and 73103 of the Senate amendment,
and modifications committed to con-
ference:

Messrs. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania,
LAHOOD, and GRIJALVA.

From the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform, for consider-
ation of sections 5106, 5223, 5504, 5505,
61003, and 61004 of the House amend-
ment and sections 12004, 21019, 31203,
32401, 32508, 32606, 35203, 356311, and 35312
of the Senate amendment, and modi-
fications committed to conference:

Messrs. MICA, HURD of Texas,
CONNOLLY.

From the Committee on Science,
Space, and Technology, for consider-
ation of sections 3008, 3015, 4003, and
title VI of the House amendment and
sections 11001, 12001, 12002, 12004, 12102,
21009, 21017, subtitle B of title XXXI,
sections 351056 and 72003 of the Senate
amendment, and modifications com-
mitted to conference:

Mr. SMITH of Texas, Mrs. COMSTOCK,
and Ms. EDWARDS.

From the Committee on Ways and
Means, for consideration of sections
31101, 31201, and 31203 of the House

UPTON, MULLIN, and PAL-

and
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amendment, and sections 51101, 51201,
51203, 52101, 52103-05, 52108, 62001, and
74001 of the Senate amendment, and
modifications committed to con-
ference:

Messrs. BRADY of Texas, REICHERT,
and LEVIN.

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Clerk will notify the Senate of the ad-
ditional conferees.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN (at the request of
Mr. McCARTHY) for today on account of
attending a family funeral.

———

SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

The Speaker announced his signature
to an enrolled bill of the Senate of the
following title:

S. 1356. An act to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2016 for military activities of
the Department of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the
Department of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and
for other purposes.

————
ADJOURNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the House stands adjourned
until 10 a.m. tomorrow for morning-
hour debate.

There was no objection.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 15
minutes p.m.), under its previous order,
the House adjourned until tomorrow,
Wednesday, November 18, 2015, at 10
a.m. for morning-hour debate.

——————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

3481. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting the
Department’s Semiannual Report for the pe-
riod ending September 30, 2015, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. app. (Insp. Gen. Act) Sec. 5(b); Public
Law 95-452, Sec. 5(b); to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

3482. A letter from the Director, Office of
Financial Management, United States Cap-
itol Police, transmitting the Statement of
Disbursements for the United States Capitol
Police for the period April 1, 2015 through
September 30, 2015, pursuant to 2 U.S.C.
1910(a); Public Law 109-55, Sec. 1005; (H. Doc.
No. 114—78); to the Committee on House Ad-
ministration and ordered to be printed.

3483. A letter from the Deputy Under Sec-
retary for Management and Chief Financial
Officer, Department of Homeland Security,
transmitting the Department’s ‘“‘Public As-
sistance Program Alternative Procedures —
First Quarterly Status Report for FY 2015,
pursuant to House Report 113-481 accom-
panying the Fiscal Year 2015 Department of
Homeland Security Appropriations Act of
2015, Pub. L. 114-4; to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

3484. A letter from the Deputy Under Sec-
retary for Management and Chief Financial
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